The Story of One Law Firm (Among Hundreds) that Built Its Own Evidence for Foreclosure

The Marshall C. Watson Law Firm

Cynthia Kounil

April 25, 2010

Last March, Patricia Arango signed an assignment of mortgage over to Country Wide Home Servicing, LP as "Assistant Secretary" of Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Incorporated (MERS) as nominee for Countrywide Bank, FSB.  "Assistant Secretary"  is meant in the sense of the Secretary of the corporation, a corporate officer, not in the sense of someone who does they typing, phones and filing.
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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

THAT MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED AS NOMINEE FOR
COUNTRYWIDE BANK, FSB residing or located at 1595 Springhill Road., # 310 Vienna, VA 22182 herein
designated as the assignor, for and in consideration of the sum of” $1.00 Dollar and other good and valuable
consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged. does hereby grant, bargain, sell, assign, transfer and set
over unto COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS SERVICING. LP residing or located at:7105 CORPORATE
DRIVE, PLANO, TX 75024 herein designated as the assignee, the mortgage executed by ROBIN GONZALEZ
AND MAGDA MIRANDA GONZALEZ A/K/A MAGDA MIRANDA A/K/A MAGDA GONZALEZ recorded
December 18, 2007 in Broward County, Florida at BOOK 44918 and PAGE 879 encumbering the property more
particularly described as follows:

8]

Together with the note and each and every other obligation described in said mortgage and the money due and to
become due thereon

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said assignee, its successors and assigns forever, but without recourse
on the undersigned.

In Witness Whereof, the said Assignor has hereunto set his hand and seal or-egused these presents to be signed by its
proper corporate officers and its corporate seal to be hereto affixed this day of MARCH 5 2009.

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED AS NOMINEE FOR
COUNTRYWIDE BANK, FSB

ATTEST:
PRINT NANE: Patricia Arango. Assistant Secretary





You can see the entire document here [PDF].

Last October, Caryn Graham signed an assignment of mortgage over to The Bank of New York Mellon FKA Bank of New York, as Trustee for the certificate holders CWMBS Series 2006-HYB5, as “Assistant Secretary” of Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems Incorporated (MERS) as nominee for HomeAmercian Mortgage Corporation.
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KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

THAT MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INCORPORATED AS A NOMINEE FOR
HOMEAMERICAN MORTGAGE CORPORATION residing or located at 1595 Springhill Road, # 310 Vienna,
VA 22182 herein designated as the assignor, for and in consideration of the sum of $1.00 Dollar and other good and
valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby grant, bargain, sell, assign, transfer
and set over unto THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE

FOR THE CERTIFICATE HOLDERS CWMBS SERIES 2006-HYBS residing or located at C/O BAC HOME
LOANS SERVICING, LP F/K/A COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS , INC. 7105, Corporate Drive Plano, TX 75024

herein designated as the assignee, the mortgage executed by JODI LINN recorded July 18, 2006 in Nassau County,
Florida at BOOK 01428 and PAGE 1686 cncumbering the property more particularly described as follows:

8]

Together with the note and each and every other obligation described in said mortgage and the money due and to
become due thereon

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto the said assignee, its successors and assigns forever, but without recourse
on the undersigned.

In Witness Whereaf, the said Assignor has hereunto set his hand and seal or caused these presents to be signed by its
assistant secretary and its corporate seal to be hereto affixed this day of 86T 1 2 293?009.

MORTGAGE ELE(JRRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS INCORHJRATED AS A NOMINEE FOR
HOMEAMERICAN (MIORTGAGE CORPORATION

Graham, Assi§ant Sccwmry o




You can see the entire document here [PDF].

However, neither Ms. Graham nor Ms. Arango are employees of MERS. They are lawyers at the law firm which filed these assignments. You can see their names on the law firm’s website . And you can see the name of the firm, Law Office of Marshall C. Watson in the top left hand corner of the documents at the links. You can’t miss it there is an arrow pointing to the name and address of the firm with instructions to “record and return to” the law office.

A query to the MERS confirmed that neither Ms. Graham nor Ms. Arango are employees of MERS.  According to MERS spokesperson Karmela Lejarde:

Caryn A. Graham and Patricia Arango are duly authorized officers of Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. This authorization is obtained through a Corporate Resolution that is granted by our Corporate Secretary and approved by the MERS Board of Directors. These individuals are not employees of MERS. [emphasis added]
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POLICY BULLETIN — Number 2010-1

To: All MERS Members February 17, 2010

Starting April 19, 2010, all new Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems. Inc. (MERS) Certifying

Officers will be required to complete a certification process before being authorized to execute
documents as a MERS Certifying Officer.




For complete image click here [PDF].

So MERS has created a system, where people who are not employed by MERS and do not work at MERS are nonetheless designated as "officers" of MERS and are signing documents which are presented in court in the course of foreclosures and judges are innocently relying on these documents, falsely believing them to represent arms length transactions entered into by people with actual knowledge of the status to the mortgage file.

Don’t for a minute think these are the only two such documents or that this is the only law firm involved.

MERS must realize that this does not look very good because they have suddenly decided that hereafter certifying officers (those non–employee signers) must take a training program before being authorized to sign.

In his law firm’s blog Mather Weidener suspects that the “training” will consist of  “making sure they don’t tell the truth in a deposition like Cheryl Sammons did (No I don’t read the documents before I sign them).” Read her whole transcript here [PDF]; your eyeballs will fall out of your head.

